
Rayanna Rymes 
Good evening, my name is Rayanna Rymes and I Matter. I am a 

grade ten student from Saint Ignatius of Loyola Catholic 

Secondary School. One day, I was searching the web and an ad 

popped on my screen, this ad caught my attention in an instant 

so I clicked the link and it led me to a page that read, “number 

of abortions since page loaded” along with many other facts 

that I didn't pay much attention to because what stood out to me was the number of abortions was 

dramatically increasing in front of my eyes. 1.2.3.4.5.6.In those six seconds not only did the yearly rate 

of abortions increase by nine, but nine innocent, beautiful, unique lives were robbed of the chance to 

live, the chance to walk on earth, to love, to learn, to laugh. Eventually I would discover I could have 

been one of those numbers.  

At 19, my mother found out she was pregnant with me two months into her pregnancy, two weeks 

later she lost her mother from stage four breast cancer. She was clueless as to what she would do 

without the one woman who would’ve helped her through such a difficult time. Distraught, she 

sought professional help from a therapist who recommended several options to relieve the stress, 

then he dropped the word “abortion” and suggested this was her best option (silence for seconds). 

Then family friends and doctors told her she should abort too. 

Every time I hear or repeat this story I feel an instant emptiness. I can’t help but recognize this 

professional recommended my young, impressionable mother abort ME. It makes me worry about all 

the other people that are going through a similar situation and the kind of “advice” they receive. 

Fortunately my mother was steadfast in her decision to carry me till birth...and here I am today. That 

day my mother was beyond courageous and my father was a hero by her side. Today I have an 

amazing mom and dad who continue to love each other, who are there for each other and who have 

loved and cared for me all these years. Today I look at my parents and see people who I greatly 

admire, who mean the world to me and who have taught me so much. Not only did their example 

teach me how to deal with stress and pressure even from friends and doctors. But they taught me 

how to be courageous and how valuable life is.  

This is why I feel that it is so important to learn and be pro-life. I am beyond glad for fundraisers like 

this that enable the education and support for today's youth. My generation needs to learn the truth 

about abortion so that we can make the right decision like my mother did - despite what the world 

will tell us is better. If it weren’t for the pro-life influence on my mother’s life I would not be here today 

and I would not have the chance to share my story and be part of the inspiring and life-changing 

programs Halton Alive does with our schools.  

Thank you for helping create these opportunities and for listing to my story of what being pro-life 

means to me and why I’m glad you support Halton Alive. 


